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Deconstructing Bombs

During the Second World War, the Allied forces launched a number of air raids on
Japanese-occupied Hong Kong. General-purpose (GP) bombs were largely used to
destroy sturdy facilities, such as dams, railroads or bridges. The oval-shaped bomb
was filled with trinitrotoluene (TNT), commonly known as yellow dynamite, and
fitted with fuses at both ends. When the bomb came into contact with the target, the
fuse in the front was activated, detonating the explosives inside the bomb; the rear

fuse was activated if the screw turned fast enough.

Some of the Allied bombs dropped on Hong Kong during the Second World War did
not detonate, possibly because the fuses malfunctioned; the bombs were dropped
too close to the ground, so the screw in the rear did not turn fast enough to activate

the fuse; or the bombs did not enter the water at a wide enough angle to activate



the front fuse. The bombs were subsequently buried as a result of land reclamation

and were unearthed only during infrastructure construction works in recent years.



